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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A pickup device comprising: 

a light source which irradiates light beam onto an optical recording medium; and 
a casing including an optical element provided in an optical path oriented from the 
light source to the optical recording medium, and a communication hole having an end at 
which the light source is provided and an another end at which the optical element is 
provided, the communication hole connecting the light source to the optical element, 
wherein 

the communication hole has a heat radiator which radiates, to outside, heat 
between the light source and the optical element. 

2. The pickup device according to claim 1, wherein 

the heat radiator is a heat radiation path which is formed across an axis of the 
communication hole and connects inside of the communication hole to the outside of the 
communication hole. 

3. The pickup device according to claim 2, wherein 

the heat radiation path includes at least a set of paths whose center axes are 
substantially collinear with each other. 

4. The pickup device according to claim 1, wherein 

the heat radiation path is open to a rotation surface of the optical recording 
medium. 

5. The pickup device according to claim 4, wherein 

an air flow receiver having a wall facing an air flow generated by rotation of the 
optical recording medium is provided at an edge of an opening of the heat radiation path, 
which is open to the rotation surface of the optical recording medium. 

6. The pickup device according to claim 2, wherein 

the heat radiation path has an outer opening open to the outside of the 
communication hole, the outer opening being open upward during normal use of the 
pickup device. 

7. The pickup device according to claim 2, wherein 
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the heat radiation path has an outer opening open to the outside of the 
communication hole, the outer opening being open downward during normal use of the 
pickup device. 

8. The pickup device according to claim 2, wherein 

the heat radiation path has a dust-proof unit which prevents dust from flowing into 
the communication hole through the heat radiation path from the outside. 

9. The pickup device according to claim 8, wherein 

the dust-proof unit is a dust guard provided at a predetermined distance from an 
outer opening of the heat radiation path, which is open to the outside of the 
communication hole, the dust guard covering at least an opening area of the outer opening. 

1 0. The pickup device according to claim 8, wherein 

the dust-proof unit has a first dust guard provided at a first distance from the outer 
opening and covering at least part of the opening area of the opening, and a second dust 
guard provided at a second distance from the outer opening and covering the other part of 
the opening area of the outer opening than the part covered by the first dust guard, the 
second distance being different from the first distance. 

1 1 . The pickup device according to claim 8, wherein 

the dust-proof unit is a filter provided in the heat radiation path. 

12. The pickup device according to claim 2, wherein 

the heat radiation path is bent forming an inner wall surface opposed to the outer 
opening between an outer opening of the communication hole, which is open to the 
outside, and an inner opening of the communication hole, which is open to inside. 

1 3. The pickup device according to claim 2, wherein 
a heat transfer agent is filled in the heat radiation path. 



